The previous sections have shown that volunteers
move between housing settings, often becoming
a conduit for people living with dementia and
carers into the wider community. However, this is
a two way process and volunteers also become
integrated into the longer term networks of those
they volunteer with.
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Several people with dementia had discussed their
neighbours and friends. However, these were not
considered volunteers. Indeed, those with dementia
very rarely related to the word volunteer. Volunteers
were simply people in their networks.

The organisational survey also acknowledged the
diverse networks involved in volunteering and that
the divisions are unclear between staff, volunteers,
carers and people with dementia:
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Again we do not see the need to make such
& clear division between people suffering
from dementia and other disabilities.
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